If you allow your Guide to lead you on this hike, then you will do
and experience things that you never thought were possible.
Do you know why this is? Because you will be allowing God to equip
and empower you.
Empower – Mark 1:40-41 says, “A man with leprosy came and knelt
in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. ‘If you want to, you can
make me well again,’ he said. Moved with compassion, Jesus
touched him. ‘I want to,’ he said. ‘Be healed!’ Instantly the leprosy
disappeared the man was healed.”
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Saturday Countdown
2 Days Until We Start

As you’re preparing for the trail ahead, you might doubt that you
will be able to do what your Guide might ask of you. Never forget
that He will do everything in His power to help you in your hike.
His helpful power is readily available. You need to ask for it and be
willing to receive it when it is offered. He is waiting to empower
you. Do you want to be empowered?
Today’s challenge: Is there an area in your life that needs to be
healed? If so, ask your Guide. He will make you well. He wants you
to have the strength you will need for the trek ahead.

You have reached the starting point for your hike. The journey
starts tomorrow. Today, rest and relax with your Guide. While you
rest in Him, consider the cost of allowing Jesus Christ to be your
Guide. He will require much from you and expect you to carry your
own weight along this journey. Luke 14:27 says, “And you cannot
be my disciple if you do not carry your own cross and follow me.”
Can you and will you carry your own cross and follow Jesus Christ,
your Guide?
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Sunday Countdown
1 Day Until We Start

Monday Countdown
7 Days Until We Start

Wednesday Countdown
5 Days Until We Start

Thursday Countdown
4 Days Until We Start

Jesus Christ is to be our G.U.I.D.E. in life. The definition for guide is a
person who advises or shows the way to others. John 14:6 says,
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can
come to the Father except through me.’”

Your life journey can be tough and you will fall behind A LOT! But
your Guide is patient and kind and will not get tired of waiting for
you. His patience and love draws you to get back up and continue
on your way.

On this journey, you will see some incredible sights—some that are
seen and others unseen. That sounds a little odd, but you often
forget to take time to realize that there are many qualities about
your Guide that go unnoticed. They are invisible.

In order for you to take this trip you must know your Guide. Do you
know Jesus Christ personally? Will you be willing to follow Him
wherever He leads? Will you trust Jesus as your Guide for the next
40 days? He is the only one that knows YOU, the path you are on
and your final destination. He will take you there if you trust Him.
This week you will look at how Jesus guides you on your everyday
journey!

Unfailing Love – Jeremiah 31:3 says, “Long ago the LORD said to
Israel: ‘I have loved you, my people, with an everlasting love.
With unfailing love, I have drawn you to myself.’”

Invisible Qualities – Romans 1:20 says, “From the time the world was
created, people have seen the earth and sky and all that God had
made. They can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power
and divine nature. So, they have no excuse for not knowing God.”

Today’s challenge: Spend time with Jesus right now asking Him to
guide you on this incredible journey. Let Him know what you want
to learn from Him as you take this hike.

You will fail Him over and over, but He never gets weary of
drawing you to Himself. When you get tired, you might push away
or push back against Him, but He will never give up on you. It
doesn’t matter that you may not be keeping up with others on the
trail. What matters is that He is patient and loving, and He will help
you right where you are.
Today’s challenge: Look back over your life and list some times
where you know He waited for you because you fell behind.
Take time to pray and thank God for His unfailing love.

You can see His majesty all around you, but to see the invisible
qualities of an unimaginable God are awesome. When you begin to
see and live out those attributes, they will help you tremendously in
your journey. It will also help others see God for who He really is.
Today’s challenge: Take a few minutes to think about the visible and
invisible qualities God has and is revealing to you in your life. Thank
Him for allowing you the opportunity to know Him.

Tuesday Countdown
6 Days Until We Start
When you begin a new journey, there might be a new level of fear.
That’s because you don’t know where you are going. You may feel
that you don’t have what it takes for this trip. But your Guide gives
you something you never thought you could have…grace.
Gracious Favor – 2 Corinthians 12:9 says, “Each time he said, ‘My
gracious favor is all you need. My power works best in your
weakness.’ So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ can work through me.”
That’s right! Your Guide will be gracious in favor to help you take
each step. When you know that your strength is not there, His
gracious favor will be provided in your weakness. This journey is
only 40 days but it is preparing you for much more—life’s journey.
Today’s challenge: Be honest with the Lord and reveal to Him the
areas of your life that you are weak in. Allow Him to reveal other
areas in your life where you may not realize you need strength.
Thank Him for this unbelievable favor called grace that He grants,
even when you don’t ask for it.

Friday Countdown
3 Days Until We Start
The further you go on this hike the tougher things may get. There
may even be times that you will need help in ways that you never
dreamed of. Remember that your Guide will always be there to
protect and deliver you from tough times. He is your Deliverer.
Deliverer – Psalms 144:2 says, “He is my loving ally and my
fortress, my tower of safety, my deliverer. He stands before me as a
shield, and I take refuge in Him. He subdues the nations under me.”
The enemy will NOT want you to succeed on this hike, so he will do
everything in his power to trip you up and make you fall. But you
must trust and follow your Guide and know that He will deliver you
from the enemy’s hands. He is for you, not against you.
Today’s challenge: Take time to thank God for how He has
delivered you in the past. Allow yourself to find refuge in Him and
shield you from the enemy.

